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IMPORTANT FROM THE WEST.

Splendid Naval Battle Near
Memphis.

All but One of the Rebel
. Fleet Destroyed.

The Mississippi Cleared of Rebel Gun¬
boats and Rams.

The Eiver Free from Its Source
to Its Mouth.

Additional ^rticulars of the Sur-
rccitt of Memphis,

&C<) &c., &c.

Official Report ot Flag Officer Davis.

Wahiiinotow, Juc« 8, 1862.
Th. following despatch bu been received at the Navy

Department:.
Umtbd Stat** Stsamkr Ramos, \0vr Manrom, June 6, 1882. J

To Hon. Gibbon Wkllbb, Secretary of the Navy
Ria.I arrived here lait everting at nine o'clock, ac

.ompanied by the mortar fleet under Captain Magruder,
the ordnance steamers, storeships, &c., and anchored a

mile and a half above the city.
This morning I discovered the rebel fleot, which had

been reinforced, and now consisted of eight rams and

(nnboats, laying at the levee.
The engagement, whieh commenced at half-past five

A. M. and euded at seven o'clock, terminated in a run¬

ning fight.
I was ably supported by the ram fleet, under com-

nand of Colonel EUetl, who was conspicuous for his gal¬
lantry, and Is serioasiy hart, but not dangerously
wounded.
The result of the action was the capture or destruction

.f seven vessels of the rebel fleet, as follows:.
Hie General Beauregard, blown up and burned.
The General Sterling Price, one wheel carried away.
The Jeff. Thompson, sat en lira by a shall and burned!

.ad magazine blown up.
The Sumter, badly cut up bjr shot, but will be re

faired.
The Little Babal, boiler exploded by shot, and other-

Visa Injured, but will be repaired.
Beeides lbIs, one of the rebel boats was sunk in the

beginning of the action. Her name is net known.
A boat, supposed to ba the Van Dorn, escaped from

.be flotilla by her superior speed. Two rams are in

pursuit.
The officers and erewa of the rebel boats endeavored

.o take the shore. Many of thoir wounded and priso¬
ners are now in our hands.
The Mayor surrendered the oity to me after tbo en¬

gagement.
Colonel Fitch came down at eleven o'clock, and has

taken military possession.
C. H. DAVIS,

Flag Officer Commanding, pro Urn.

Official Despatch** from Colonel ElUtt#
OrrosiTa Miumis, Juns 0,1802.

To Hon. Edww Staktok, Secretary of War.
The rebel gunboats mads a staid early this morning

opposite Memphis, aad opened a vigorous firs apoo oar

gunboats, wblsh wss rstarnsd with squat spirit.
1 ordsrsd tbs Queen, my flagship, to pass bstwssn

Us gunboats, and run down ahsad of thsm upon tbs two

rams of tbs suemy, which first boldly stood thsir ground.
Colons! EHstt, in the Monarch, of which Captain Dryden
Is first waster, followed gallantly. Tbs rsbsl rams sa¬

risavored to back down stream, and thsn to turn and ma,
hut ths movement was fatal to than. Tbs Queen struck
.nsof them fairly, and, for a fsw minutes was fast to

tbs wreck. After separating ths rsbsl stsamsr sunk. My
steamer, the Queen, wae then hsrsslf strusk by another

rebel steamer, and disabled, but though damaged can be

saved. A pistol shot wouad ia the lag deprived me of
the power to witneee the remainder or the fight. The
Monarch also passsd ahead of our gunboats and went

¦est gallantly Into action. She first struck the rebel
boat that struck my flagship, aad sank the rebel. She
was then struck by one of the rebel rams, but
aot Injured. 8he thsn pushed en and struck ths

Beauregard aad burst in her side. Simultaneously
the Beaursgsrd was struck la ths boilsr by a

.hot from one of our gunboats. The Monarch then push¬
ed at ths gunboat Little Rebel, the rebel flagship, aad

hating but little headway; pushso bsr before her, the
rebel commodore and crew escaping. The Monarch then,
Amilag the Beauregard slaking, look her la tow an til she
sank in shoal water. Then, la eompliaace with there'
quest of Colonel Davie, Lieutenant Colonel Elicit dee-

patched the Monarch and the Switserland In pursuit of
the remaining gunboat aa? aeme transports whlsh had

eecaped the guaboata, aad two of my rama have gone
below.

1 cannot too much praise the conduct of the pilots and

snglneers aad military guard of the Monarch aad Queea,
the brare conduct of Cayt. Drydea, or the heroic con¬

duct of Lieut. Ooloasl Elicit. I wiU name all parties in

special report.
1 am myself the only persen In my fleet who was dis¬
abled. CHARLES KLLETT, Ja.,

Colonel Cotnmaadlag Ram Fleet.
m The asses! dsepalshfTrom Goionel;Kl.eot was reoetvsd
at tbs War Department thle evening.

Orrocrrs Msarin*, June#, 1303
Hon. I M. Stahtow, Secretary or War-

It Is proper and dus to ths brave men on tbs Qeesn aad
the Monarch to cay to you briefly that two of lbo rebO|
steamers wsrs sunk outright snd Immediately by tbc
shock of my two rama. One, with a large amount

of cotton ea hoard, wae disabled by an accidental
celllSiOB with ths Qussn, and secured by ber
.row. After I was personally dlsablsd, another

rebel boat, which was also bit by a shot from the gnn-

J boats, was seek by tbs Monarch, and lowed into shoal
water by thai boat. 8tlll anotbsr,ala« Injured by the
Ore sf oar gaoboats, waa pushed into shore aad secured

by lbs Moaarcb. Of tbs gunboale, I oan only say that
tboy bors themselves, as osr Navy always does, bravely
aaftwslt. ' CHARLES ELLFTTT, Ja.,

Colons) Commanding Ram Fleet.

.asfeteatlng Partlculare of the Naval
Hattlo sanit Oscupntlon of Mosisphle.

Cairo, June 8,1863.
The regular packet, Platts Valley, tbs first beat

.1%rough from Memphis, arrivsd this morning.

I' Our forces arc IK posssssloa of Memphis.
Ike letiUe. soeeie-vse of « ve vunheal* aad Ciaht rams

left Fort Wright at two o'clock Thursday morning.
Finding no obitractlona at Vort Randolph, the flotilla
passed on, and at eight o'clock on Thursday evening the
gunboats anchored two miles above Memphis. The rams

remained a short distance above. A reconnolssauco was
then made. The rebel fleet, consisting of the following
vessels.the Gen. Van Dora, flagship, Uen. Bragg, Gen.
Lovell, Jeff. Thompson, Beauregard, Little Rebel and
Sumter.were discovered lying near Memphis.
During the night the rebel fleet moved dewn the river,

and at daylight were seen coming op In line of battle.
Our gunboata had in the meantime weighed anchor,and,
followed by several rams, moved slowly towards the
rebel fleet, when a shot from tho LUtle Rebel, frost a
rifle gun, at a long range, fell within a short distance of
the Cairo, which was iq advance. ThoCairo replied with
a broadside, and soen the engagement became general
at along range. The raraa had, in the meantime, ad¬
vanced, and the rebel ram Beauregard, being in the ad¬
vance, was singled out by the federal rams Monarch and
Queen of the West, eaeh striving to be first to strike
the rebel croft. The Monarch succeeded In striking
bor amlDships, almost cutting her in two, causing her to
fl!l and sink immediately in the channel, directly oppo¬
site the eity. At this Juncture the Little Rebel made a

dash at the Monarch, which by this time was in the
midst of the rebol fleet, but by a skillful movement of
the ptlotof the latter, she dropped out of the way, and
the blow intended ror her struck the rebel boat General
Price, taking sway her wheel, making it necessary for
her to run ashore, when she sent a shot which,
unfortunately for the rebels, struck their boat, the
General Sowell, rendering her unmanageable. Immedi¬
ately after, she was run down by the Queen of the West.
A broadside from the Benton took effect In the sides of
the J <jff. Thompson, when she ran ashore, and soon after
was In flames aud burned to the water's edge.' Four of
the rebel boats having now been disabled, the remainder
of their fleet retreated down the river, pursued by our

boats, firing as they advanced, resulting In the capture
of the Sumter, Bragg and Little Rebel, which had been
abandoned by most of their crew*.

Captain Montgomery, the Flag Officer, with most of
the officers and men, succeeded in making their escape
in the woods on the Arkansas shore.
The Union ram Lancaster was struck by the Beaure¬

gard early In the engagement, and slightly disabled.
Colonel Ellett, In command ef the Cnlon rams, was

struck in the breast by a splinter and stnnned tempo¬
rarily, but soon recovered, and continued on deck
through the engagement. This Is the only casualty on
our side.
Our rams were maimed by sharp shooters, mostly

from Illinois, who did good execution in picking off the
rebel gunners at every opportunity.
The enemy's loss in killed, wounded and prisoners is

heavy, but not yet fully ascertained. Our tugs are

busily engaged plakiog up the crews of their disabled
boats.
After the return of our gunboats from the pursuit,

Commander Davis sent the following note to the Mayor
of the city of Memphis.-.

Uhitsd States Fug Stsaww Bxirron, \Oft Mkmphis, June 0,1862. f
1 have respectfully to request that you will surrender

the city of Memphis to the authoaity of the United
States, which I have the honor to represent. I am, Mr.
Mayor, with high respect, your obedientserrant,

C. N. DAViS, Flag Officer.
In reply, the Mayor says:.
Your note received, and, in reply, I have only to say,

as the civil authorities have no means of defence, by the
force of the circumstances, the city Is in your hands.
Immediately after, our boats' crews landed, and the

national [lag was hoisted over the Post office. The party
was followed by an excited crowd, but were not inter¬
fered with. The Forty-third and Forty-sixth Indiana re¬
giments now occupy tho place. Colonel Fitch is in com¬
mand.
The city Is quiet. No demonstrations whatever have

been made. It is even asserted that it will not be neces

sary to declare martial law. Five of our gnnboata now
lie abreast of the eity. We captured live large steamers
which were moored at the levee. The rebels burned a

new gunboat, which was nearly ready to launch.

Caibo, June 8,1862.
TTie Union fleet engaged eight rebel beats before

Memphis on Friday morning, sinking two, burning one,
aud capturning four.
One of the Union rams was diaabled. No person killed

on our side.
Memphis was occupied at eleven o'elock on the fore¬

noon of Saturday.
The gunboats are before the city. No disturbance

took place at the time of occupation.
All the cotton in the city was burned and mush sugar

destroyed.
The Union gold!»r*cut down the rebel flag, which was

nailed to the staff, amid the cheering of the people.
The departing trains are crowded with refugees. The

stores are closed and Confederate money refused.

Rebel Account of the Fight.
CBiraoo, June I, 18C2.

TIM Memphis Argiu of tbe 6th girts an account of
the nsval sngagement, and says three shots were fired
from the rsbsl fleet befere any reply was made by the
federal. After the firing commeneed tbe shots for some
time fell wide of the mark on both sidea, when, on tbe
arrival of several more of the enemya' gunboata. Com¬
mander Montgomery ordered the fleet to rail back, whieb
was done. Firing wis, however, k<*pt up very vigorously.
The rebel fleet rsllrrd te opposite Bear street, but
no longer in liae of bailie, when one of tbe
federal rams shot ahead of the remainder
af their fleet. Tbe Beauregard prepared to
reeeire her. Aftsr'a contest of short durstion, the
Beauregard avoided a blow Intended for her, and struck
her adversary forward of tbe wheelhouse. The blow
placed the federal boat hort du combat. She ha'led off
and made for the Arkansas shore, where she remsined
during the engagement. In the meantime another fede
ral ram, the Monarch, csme to his assistance At first
the Beauregard attempted to run her down, but missed
her and struck the General Price on tbe wheel
ho.ise, asking . complete wreck of tbe
beat, which made for the Arkansas shore
.ad Bunk. A number of persons on board were
killed and woanded by the Union shir peheelers At this
period four Iron-clad gunboats, which had taken no part
In the actio* except firing at long range, came up. Upon
their arrival the cannonading was fiercely renewed. In
a short tlms tbe General LoveU was pierced by a large
shot and sunk. The Little Rebel was soon afterwards
struck by a rederal shot, snd at once started for the
Arkansas shore. The Beauregard, nothing daunted
by the disasters which hsd befallen the others,
continued vigorously firing as she retreated
towards the point. Two or three of tbe ene¬

my's large beats closed apoo her, poarlng broadside
after broads! le on hsr. She was struck several times snd
raked fore and aft. A Union ram coming up, also dealt
her a blow, when she sank rapidly In dsop water, op¬
posite Jaskaen Mound. The remaining rebel boats moved
rapidly down the river. One of th«m waa discovered
In flames. Pursuit waa made by the Unlen boats, which
soon after returned. Tbe conclusion was that
the remainder of the fleet shared the fate of
the other*. The loss ef life in this angagsmont
cannot be estimated with any degree of certainty.
A number are knewa to have fallen by the enemy's
sharpshooters. It is supposed that a great number wunt
down with the siuklng vessels. The loes of the enemr,
other tbsn tbe ram mentioned, Is not known. Their
boats were altogether superior to ours In every respect.
They thsiefxe sustalnsd small losa, aave In hand to
hand encounters. Toe BluRs In part ef tbe city were
crowded with xpectators during tbe engagement. Busi¬
ness of svery kind wss suspended. The engagement
Isstsd an liour and Ove minutes.

Mews from the Gnlf.
MOKB miZFJt CArtL'MD BY THK BLOCKABINO FI.KST.

WasHiRUTox, June 9,1802.
tatters from the Gulf announce the capture of the

schooner Newcastle by the brig Balubridgo, and tbe
schooner .lane by the steamer R. R.Cuyler.

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad.
Hasina's Fmwt, June 8, 1801.

All the flak' more and Ohio Railroad brklgea, lujnred
by Jacknon'B rebel army. In his laat attack, as well ae
lh<ae washed off by the late freshet, have ihi* day been
eflB. tually sato.-ed, excepting the great Potomac bridge
at this point. Tbe through mall and pas«»ngar trains
between Wsalilngtttt and Baltimore and Wheeling aad
ParlwrKburg wiTb" regularljr resumed to morrow, psa-
ssngsrs being transferred be e b/ tbe military pontoon
bridge until tbe railroad bridge If restored, which mayrrsnlre leu days mors.

HIGHLY IMPORTANT FROM MOBILE.

The Cnloa Fleet Pais the Lever Batteries
end Attach Pert Bergen*

Our City Point Correspondence.
Citt Poim, V*., June 6,1802.

1 have imd a copy of th* Petersburg J&tpreu of the
4th lust., which state* that a despatch from Mobil* In¬

form* them that the Union fUel had atUnktd Fort Morgan,
having patted th* lower batteriu.

OPERATIONS AT CHARLESTON
Capture of Stono, Near Charleston, by

the Union Onnboats.
Washington, June 8,1803.

Dsspatchss from Flag Officer Dupont state that tbe
gunboats have possession ef Stono, near Charleston.
Th* capture was made in consequence of information
received from Robert Small.

Oar Naval Correspondence*
Uxitsd Siatss Stkamer ALimMi, 1

Orv Cuarlsstom, May 20, 1882. {
Operationiof the Atlantic Blockading Fleet.Rebel Schooner
Run Ashore.AHemft to Fire the Catawba.It it Aot
Worth the Ritk.Attack on Two of the Alabama't Doa't'
Crews.Rebel Cavalry Differte<l by a Shotfrotn the Pcca
hon.'as, <£.: , tic.
After an extended period of humdrum,monotonou-

blockading experience, matters in thi* quarter begin to
assume a decidedly interesting and exciting appearance.
Within a comparatively short space of lima, tbe squtul.
ron cruising off this place have captured three steamers
and a juvenile fleet of sailing craft, besides running
ashore and destroying sovcral more.
On the night of the 7th inst. we slipped our cable and

Chased a schooner into Lighthouse Inlet, betw eon Morris
and Folly Islands, firing our twenty-pound rilled Parrott guu
at her three times, one shot striking her and killing two
men. At daylight on tbe following morning ws discovered
that she was hard and fast among tbe breakers, with
orowds of men about her rsmovlng the cargo. The rebel
tug Aid was also as near her as she could get, trying to
haul ber off; but as we ran in and commenced tiring she
acknowledged our precedence, and concluded that "dis¬
tance lent enehantment to the view." The depth of
water, however, would not admit of our proceeding
within effective rango; but tbe Pocahontas, of lighter
draught, came down and presented her oompliments, re¬

ceiving in reply the fire of a small bat tery up the Inlet aud
one shot from the Aid, which was sale under the guns of
Fort Sumter. Total result of the day's entertaium^nt.
the stereotyped result."Nobody hurt on both sides."
Ob the 27th we received orilurs from Captain Mar-

chand, of the James Adger. to run into Beach Inlet, be-
tweeu Sullivan's and Williams islands, and destroy the
rebel steamer Catawba, chased in aud run ashore by the
blockiders while attempting to run into Charleston.
Accordingly, at 6 P. M., the tldu proving favorable, the
Alabama aud l'ocabontas got under weigh and siouii.e<!
alowly in until within gun range, when we shelled the
woods and hills on Sullivan's Inland to discover, if po**i-
ble, the locality and range of the batteries that were
known to exist at that point. We elicited no rexpon.se,
however, and tbe only specimen of animated nature that
was visible to the naked eye was a single .sentinel,soli¬
tary and alone, standing post at what appeared to boa

guardhouse or sokllers' quarter*. A "rotten aliot"
ursting near him caused him to leave bis post without

the assistance of the corporal of the guard. tioing still
further in, we paid our compliments to the Cai.wba,
throwing shot and shell for about an hour, making beau¬
tiful line shot* but iu couscqueuce of a long ground
swell setting in from the sea the vessels roiltd quite
heavily, which very materially interfered with the accu¬
racy of tbe aim of our gunners.
Although the steamer was struck several tinius, our

Bhull failed to set her on Are, as she had already sunk to
the guards, and the breakers were washing over her
decks. Therefore it was deemed advmaMo 10 sand a boat
expedition in to burn her, unless attended with too much
rhJt. Accordingly, two of the Alabama's boat* were
lowered, armed and mimied under tho ras;>ectWe eorn-
ni.>ndH of Acting Mastor Dennis and Master's Mat' Geo.
H. Worth, and, in company with three from tli" l'»ca-
h'lnias, pulled (teadlly in (or tbe steamer. Whe i about
half the distance some rebel artillerymen opeucd upon
tbem from their concealment at tbo head of the inlet,
their missile* dropping amoug the boats,* great lea: too
clone for comfort or equanimity of mind. Fnmtbcir
close vicinity to the Catawba tho boat officers could
plainly see that she was completely riddled, and that
she would soon go to p.ocos. and not leeimgu tthorlz; d
lo hazard the lives of the men undrr their charge, put
their boats about and returned on board. Tho return of
th* boat* was as steady and In as (rood order as the ad¬
vance, although, until they were out of rengtt. the ,«a a
continued to strik* iu very unpleasant proximity to
tbem.
On* of tbe farewell meisages from the Pocahoutas was

despatched to a party of scampeflrg borsem«n making
the best of their way aloic the hea.-b in th? drectiou or
Cbarieiton, and bursting in tbair very iuid*taco*lerated
their homeward bound speed very materially. While
this work was going on, a rebel flag of tru< « wo.: outside
communicating with the liritish steamer Racer, and
must have been much ediQed at the night of our op*ra
lion*.

Kcbel Acconnti.
THB INVESTMFNT OK CHARLESTON.

(Proin tbe Charlsston Mercury, May 21.]
TUB txtur l.x etuxo kivsk.lomiukimew of col**

¦..ijuio.kvactatkin of ocr roe:rio\*.
Daring the loreooon 01 fuesd.y a courier from Battery

Island brought the newt that the enemy was making a
demonstration In that neighborhood. In me afternoon
the steamer Marion, Captain Flynn, reacted the city
frum Stono river, brtngiug the details of Uie movements
of the Yankee gunboats in that stream.

It appears that tho gunboats, four in number, and
all being small and schooner rigged, having sounded and
buoyed out Stono Inlet, croased the ba.- abjut ten o'clock
on Tuesday morning. Que of them, while passing in, got
aground,and remained so; the throe others succeeded in
entering the hai bor, ana immediately*Of>ened a viguruua
Are of sneli upon Calo'a Island. I'revious to the appear¬
ance of the gunboats, our defensive works on Cole's
Island had, by order or General MWM, been .1.-
mantled and the guns removed. When the enemy had
opened the attack, Colonel Capers, the commander of tlie
post, carrying out hia instruciiona, burned the barracks,
cut down the flagstaff, and, with bis forces, evacuated
the island.

The enemy's gunboata, finding that our men bad re¬
treated, steamed slowly up thetriver, keeping up a rapid
fire of random shells on either side as they advanecd,
and finally anchored near Battery Island and l*gare
ville. Upon the approach of the gin boats our positions
on Battery Island were also evacuated and the quarters
burned.

[From the Cbarleaton Courier or May 21.]
The vesaela which approached the entrance were four

In number, one of which got ashore on the bar, and
three came Into the harbor at tttono, all of them being
email vessels, steam propellers and schooner rigged.
They immediately commenced shelling Cole's Islaui,
Goal and Kiawah Ielands, and, aa our heavy guns at
tUase points bad been removed by order or General
Peaaberton. the troops which were stationed there im¬
mediately evacuated the place, buruiug the barracks
aud other property before leaving, ilia Lincoln war
vessels immediately continued up rttono river, tiring a.l
the way, and finally laid to at a point near Hotu-ry
Ialand aud Lagareville. The position at Battery Island
waa also given up on the approach or the enemy, and
the <|uarters burned. It is said by those who witues. ed
It that a person en John's Island boutc J tbe while gag
on the approach oT the gunboats.
Lieutenant .Slovene, In oommaud of a detachment on

board the stsauiers Ma, ton and Goaerai Cilucb, very
kindiy oflered this individual any aasistunce nece.-teary
fur 'he removal of hla negroes and valuables; but he re¬
solutely declined, saying that he would i laiai protection
elsewhere,and nuniosuloly aUerwarde raisid the white
Hag. The gunboats answered by aleo raising a wbite flag
fore and af t, and came ap to his «asiatau«e. We reserve
comment until we are enabled to obtain something more
authentic. In strong contrast with that proceedlug waa
the act of two luibfiil negroes, who, when the l> iaia
were approaching !.e«arevllle, gathered soma combuttt-
ble material and set lire to the wharf to pre\ ei.t toe ene¬

my from landing.
NO MORE IOK TO BE SOLD.

[From the Iticiimoud Dlnpaich, May 24.]
Tho military authorities <*' Charleeton have very pro¬

perly stopped the further sale or the small stork 01 ice
»in remaining In that city, deeming It right w lesei v« il
for the sick and wounded soldiers.

Movement* of Oeiinral Wool.
Bai/nvoaa, June 8,1802.

General Wool and staff arrived thin morning. Tfee
General haa hia headquarters at the Eutaw Houee. A
telegraph line, connecting his establishment with the
telegraph ofllee. haa been put np for tbe eonvenlenoe of
etllcer* of Uie army and navy who quarter there.

FoMtitatt M«*aos, June 7,1M3.
General Wool left to niglit. The whole garriaoa para¬

ded in tbe fortress, and eseorted him and staff, together
with General Ob and staff, to tbe wharf.
Nine of tbe Southern wounded on board tbe dtate of

Mains paased themselves of far Union men when Interro¬
gated by the surgeons Tltrlr deception was dlseovared
tbia morning. All the wounded prisoners on board have
been put aabore.
The 8. R. ftpauldlng baa laMed with wennded for Phila¬

delphia. The liat bat already beta telegraphed,

NEY/3 FROM WASHINGTON.
Intended Visit of the Count de Per&igny to

the United State*.

Jeff. Davis' Report of the Battle
at Fair Oaks.

A Great Victory Claimed for'
tlie Rebels,

fcc., lie.) lie.

Washinotoi*. June 8, 1882.
COFNT »¦ PEKHIONT COMING TO AMERICA.

Private information received at one of the foreign le¬
gations at Washington state that the rumor was current
at Richmond that letters had beon received from Eng¬
land announcing the arrival, in a short time, of Count de
Pemigay in the United States. It was also said thit this
voyage was undertaken at the instigation of the English
Cabinet, and that nothing would be done in referonoe to.

.American afMrs by both England and Prance before the
return of the French Minister.

JKt'K. DAVIS ON THI BATTLB AT PAIR OAKS.
Private letters from BaJtlmf.ro state that Jeff. Davit

had issued an address to tho rebo! army, in which he de-
lignates the battlo of the Sevnn fines as a glorious victory
for the rebel arms. He also tells them tiut they have
made eight thousand prisoners, taken seventy guns, and
a large quantity of provisions and munitions of war.

IMPORTANOB OK THE VICTORY ON TUB MISSISSIPPI.
The news from Morapbis is rsgarded liiyo as of vast

Importance. The opening of the Mitoissippi is a grand
achievement. It is considered more important to the
material interests of the country than tho capture of all
the other Internal rebel strongholds. It cuts the South¬
ern confederacy In two, and not only cuts off trie rebel
armies from the last rosourco for subsistence, but com¬

pletes the circle of federal authority around tho rebel¬
lion, hemming It into a space that is dally bocoming nar¬

rower. Practical men will oasily recognize the import¬
ance of this last victory, which gives to us again the
control of the navigation of the whole length of the Mis.
sissippi river. It appears from the despatches that the
naval battle at Memphis was fought exclusively on our

part by the rams. It was a hand to hand flghtffl
rebel rams and federal rams butting against each other,
and either suporior skill or superior courage gave the
victory to tho federal floats. Colonel Ellet has behaved
moat gallantly, and receives warm praise at tho hands
of th« government. Few are aware of the power of
these rams as a means of naval warfare.
Now that it is settled that Memphis has been evacu¬

ated by the rebels, gentlemen here from the Southwest
arc confirmed in their feeiief that the picked troops of
General Beauregard's army hare been sent to Richmond.
Mtie wretched fortunes of the rebels would be retrieved
by the overthrow ot McClellan and the march of a great
army upon Washington. Meantime the safety of the
metropolis monopolises the anxieties of the radicals
who insist that a large army should be in position to de-

feud Wellington.
it is estimated that tho steamer Vanderbilt, used as a

rum, has tho power of a cannon ball ten feet in diame¬
ter. From this fact the foroe of the reeent encounter
tnay be estimated.
VISIT OP liOKl) LYONS TO TUF. STATE DEPARTMENT.
Lord Lyons called at the Stale ltepartment yesterday

on the occasion of the arrival of the British ratiOcation
of the new treaty in regard to the African slave trade,
U'id, by direct ion of his internment, expressed their
tense of the service rendered by Mr. Seward to both
countries, and to tbe cause of liuminity, by his agency
in that transaction.
(.rJNKRAl. BCTI.tR AND THE FOREIGN CONSOLS AT

NkW ORLEANS.

Friendly consultations have takon place between
th>4 Secretary of State aad the members or the foreign
legal,oo» here concjrniug tho iliitlcalties which occurred
betwuflu Major Genera:Ji itier a<td the foreign Cousuls in
New Orlunns on htfl tsiting military possession of the

city. The fiiet Is asc^rt >imd that It h.is boon mi do the
subjo -t of an amicable correnonience betw< < u the
S« roiary of State and Mr Va'i I.imherg, the Mirister
1'r in tho Velhtrlands. an 1 th.it the <1 >n. Reverdy Jehu-
s<ai will proceed to Sew Or>tn< as a oomn.iieiouer of the
.state Departinxnt, for the purpose of taking the neecs-

SATISFACTORY KKIORTS FJIOM KiHOPK.
All the reports from Kuropo arc highly satmfactory.

TUK roucv OF TUF. BKITIKH COVKKSMKXr IN KZUA11D
TO TUK KKI1KI.UON.

Notwithstanding the recall of B ill run Kuaaell w cor¬

respondent o! the Loudon Tina, because ho Hod beeu
ki< Wed out of all the Union cam pa and ejected from all
decant rociely, in which for a while he «ru allowed to

exhibit hie anobbishnes*, there la no doubt that the
secession tone which cbaracKrized hie lettora nu dic¬
tated by the manager* of tbe Timet. This fact if mani¬
fested by the reasons given fer the discontln..auce of Mr.
Tacksman u the American oorrespouiit-m. lie was in-
formed that It' I* tho policy of the Timts, and Ita
owners, to spesk favorably of the rebellion and to dia-
parave the federal government, with a flaw to pro¬
mote at ranch aa pnaaible a division of the United
States. No deubl Is entertained by those who hare

opportune Ira to know, that the private instructions
to tbe correspondents of the lima show it to

be unmistakably a stanch supporter of th" rebel" and
their cause. Kor tbte reason it is de*irab!e that their
American correapoudent sbmild remain incognito. There
la reason to believe that not only the Timet, but in
Ouential parties connected with the British government,
have been, stace the commencement of the rebellion,
auxious for aa opportunity to rscogni/s the Southern
confederacy, and takj the p^rt of tho robsl luadsis.
They have waited too long. li the war hvl been Iest
viforo'Ulv prosecuted by tbe federal govsrnraent, and
the reboU had uot been signally defeated at all points
nntil tbe rebellion haa been actually brought to its last

gasp, there would bare been imminent danger of Hrlitfck
Interference. As it is, tbe opportunity hie been lost.
Great Briutn ie already involved in an embryo difficulty
with France, growing out of the conduct of tbe triple
occupation of Msxloo, and eur government has awsd Hie
mistress of the seas by an exhibition of its inexhaustible
rcsource! and Its rast power on iaud and tea.

Til LABOUR OF SXCKKTART PTANTON.
Secretary Stanton Is indafaiigable in bie efforts to

proe-i'Dte the war and push forward oar armies, lis is

t-upporting (ieneral MoUallan with right goodwill, and
with all that he desiree. He Is constantly in attendance
at the War Department. For pereral nights, when Im-

p rt.«t ai' vemsnta were beingexecated, he has remained
there all nigbt, and hai replied to despatches from vari*
ous points at all hours of the night Ills vigilance has
besn sleepls«i.

TBI C liraA PgAKR AND OIIO CANAL.
The ("bsaspsake and Ohio Oanal Is mill In opsratiou.

Doats loaded with ooal and produos continue to arrirs,
but it Is feared that Injurlss uiay haro been doae by ths
recent frs*hets.

ACTIVITY IN TBR OOVIKMIItNT VORUIDra.
There are now employed at ths Washington Nary

Yard seventeen hundred workmen, repairing vessels and

^manufacturing every da crlptiun of ordnance. At the
Columbia urmory three hundred women are employed in
the preparation of cartridges, of which two hundred
thousand are manufactured psr day. A large ferse isaleo
engaged at the arsenal fitting out batteries, siege guns
nnd i.aval ordnance, and preparing flxed auiuusltien fsr
tbem.

SI'imiOAL A^SIgTAWDR.
A commission, consisting sf ths leading physicians of

I'lttaburg. Pennaylvnnkv.namely, Pre. Dixon, Oofifty,
McCandlaas and Hamilton.sent by ths Haaltary Associ¬
ation of that city to aid In ministering to the wants of
tho sick and wounded soldiers who arrived hers yester¬
day, having been famished by the flurgeoti General with
all necessary facilities, left hers this morning for the
battle tieid near Richmond.

TIT* NAVY.
Acting Master Bamoel Howard, of Rhode Island, sf the

United States bark Amanda, who volunteered bis ser¬
vices on board the Monitor during her engagement with
ths Merrimac, was yeetsrday promoted to bs acting vo
lunteer lientenest.
Acting Meutenant E Rrodhead haa been orde>*td h> the

'aceiv US ship Si PblladclpbU

IMPORTANT REBEL CORRESPONDENCE.

Letters from Judge Host, the Rebel Com*
misaioner to Spain, and Captain

Hue, the Purchaser of Muni*
tions of War in Europe.

Interesting Interview Between Judge Rost
and the Spanish Secretary of State.

Napoleon Fearftil of the Increasing
Naval Power of the North.

England, Full of Abolitionists and
in Favor of India Cotton, the

jSnemy of the South.

Spain th® Only Friend of the
Rebels.

SECRETS WORTH KNOWING.

Shipments of Guns and Rifles
to the South,

&c.f &c.,Ac.

Washington, June 8,1862.
The documents given below by some means failed to

reaeh their destination, and cam j mite,id into tho band a
of tbe 3tate Department here. They afford some curious
light upon the inside of tho affairs of the sham govern¬
ment at Richmond. Thoy are not likoly to reach the
persons to whom they are addressed, unless It be in this
printed form.

JUDGE ROOT TO R. M. T. HUNTER.
INTERVIEW WITH TUB SPANI8H MINISTER OK FOREIGN

AFFAIRS." THE HOUTH CLKARLV RIGHT."
COMMMSIOM OF TO* CO.SrtDBRATK STATIf OK AMKR1C.A, 1

Madrid , March 21,1 o 82. J
lion. B. M. T. Hrirm, &o., ko. :.
Sir.1 have the honor to inform yon that I arrived

in Madrid, accompanied by Mr. Keam, as the news
of our reverses was beii.g receivod. After waiting some
time In the expectation of learning its real nature and
extent through Southern paper*, 1 applied for and ob¬
tained an interview with Mr. Caldoron CollanVss, the
Spanish Sesreury of Foreign Affairs, who.* rotoplioo
was kind and friendly. I told him at the omset that my
government bad been anxions from tho beginning to
form frleifdly relations with Spain, and had sent mo in
August taut instructions to proceed to Mils court, which
tbe arrest and detention of Messrs. Mas'>n and Slidell
had prevented mo from obeyiug sooner. 1 stated tbe
nati re of those Instructions, and ventured the hopx that
the object of my mission might be attained \t about too
gnat a delay. Aftor expressing his gratilication at my safe
arrival, and the assurance that 1 would be pleased with
tlm soi-ieiv of Madrid, as all previous American envoys
had been, he asked mo whet her I had aov authentic ac¬
counts of our recent reverses, and expressed .:eat sur¬

prise thai, mtoen thousand Confedorates should have sur¬
rendered without greater rtuisiauce, rogruttmg tbe eff ct
thai s.ich a diss..ter was calculated to have upon the
moral'- of our troops.

I told him 1 had no authentic Information, but
baM no doubt the number ol prisoners was grossly
extggeiated, as liora what I hud seen in various
American papers the real number must be under six
thousand, that the enemy waa vastly superior in num¬
bers and the resistance of General Bucitner all that could
be desired. 1 unfolded before him n map of the United
Slates, and pointed out tbo localities of Somorset,
K»rt Henry aud Fort Doneison, showed him the
distances from those points to New Orleans and
lexas, along the line of tbe Mississippi river,
which tbe lnvodiug army intended to follow. I
stated that throughout thi; distance there were no
roads upon which 'ho trr.uspori of the muteritl of an
array could be enacted, while wo hod nearly three
thousand leagues of railway which Cftsld be u«ed for pur¬
poses of defence, and desti oyud a* tlie enemy ad vanced,
and that, besides, the Northern trospa could siand neither
the heat of onr s unnier nor the muladiot incident to the
cliiuatu. I conclude 1 by sayir? thnt. evo:i wl'UoiU tlieso
nam.*1 ooaU< !w:, I hjcd not tell a Bpaoish minister that
a b. ave and united people ngium# tor ttieir ti.iitonality
ar.d indo cadencecould n t*lJ.. t iijugatod: tne armies of
.\«poleo;> gained many imjiori int vlot4rte* in Sfwiu, and
lor years occnpied its capital and fo.-tresses; but whan
thegpaafe-h i-ii is hs l boon uosrly de-troyed tho eu-
tut ;eopU r-.se in tiieir might aud d ove th a
imperial legions beyond the Pyrenees; so it would bo

He ws* w.lt plenaed with the allusion, and
t.mi be had no dnr.bt of our ultimate sue-
cut j. provided our tie .pie uonlil stand the prt-
vatloua which a protracted contest, would hrtutf
up n ihom. 11-* went oa to fay, that i/nthe<futttum of
rigk' he had uu 11 it ctaurty with the .South, a*
much a* it bad been with Spain In the Krajieh invasion,
or with tbo present yueeu m the contest with Dob Carioe;
but the question with which lorelgn guveri ments ha<1 to
deal wuh a question of (act, not uf right; w» asked to be
recognized us a governim-nt d- facto; wo must show, us

Spain and the ijii-ou's partv had shown, nut only that
we had Uio ritfiil to establish and had e*Ubli.-h»i! a go.
ve'iinient, bat that w« bad the power to main
tain it against all effort* of our opponents; and,
an thus far it could not be sal.i we had mad*
tUat proof, further time must eUpse befora
the Queen's government could recogu.ze ours. Cnnlmu-
trv the cuaveraatwn, bu linked tne what h id been ihs ro¬
il ill of the iulervie<v oi' Messrs. Musi and Siidell and
M. lli 'UTi iiel. I xatd there Interviews had led to no re¬

sult; that the Rmftrror Xapo nm contulsred Ik* disrup¬
tion nf Uu f'nvin and of i'l riting nir* at a great nu-
fortune to Fntnee, and wit. of late, <n lined to h>rpe (A it it
might la rt onttrw led; and luniher, thai hr t»nW, under
ho-n.vm>.anc.i,m ur Ik* r.tunly of ike A'or h kg lak ng
th I ad in reorfaniMinf) ut; while th p.-etmt uit.unn/ro v n
.S MysxdWD hi a giW itrtiit r.<r ;«I'd nf ab lUitmiet'.
and u>>tU I the fppo. i oi th u'< litum I c um fat the nvi n-
ttmamc* i>i pnorr, <i..u iinp >i ef at thr Uik (mo »,(, (v
ra n hoftr thai if fh* ei'-U war *oa p U u< \d and
the rvlturt oi f ton cm+.i, wt whole or t«i part,
the monopoly of that imp:* w>a<d pern fnm th*
ComtdrrtH. Stain to fndi'i, a* a eam/XTUMion far th*
jtwtnl mtjfir.nj* of the Bii-h mn.maiuiing p< pal<i-
ti ft. lJut ctpatn was differently situate I; her int'hest
was that N.'rth America should be iKw.cssed by two
greit Powers, who would i> Uauce each other; hur roun-
hoi* were not uUuied with I'uriUo fauaticiwa ,an 1 surely
the had no in: red that the tnonopoly of th- untton tup-
ply thould pats f< mmi to ling an>l. Spain was our
natural ally anu friend. a ii Iter p o amouut inlereHt was
that we should b«.xnne an Independent 1'ower. When we
were rocirnixed, urn Urity .* iiiktituiloos. Ideas and
social habits would form between n» a mora cordial
friendship a d alliauco than had erer eiui< d
oei .. eon two people. He *»id he hop d it
might so, Ixit ha wiuld not conceal the
tuci that Mr. Ha^urd was Ukin« frnai (alns to
convlnca him (ttat th North li.nl always hee i friendly,
whiltt the ¦Miu.ii wa.- ever luatlis t*S|Mta; that while tha
>orth waa their bwt c<iklomar for the suirar or (heir
colonies, and supplied them with all they wanted lu ex
r.hinfu, no pru al»t axpeditlvitis had . >er aaiip<l vmin
their porta for i it iiit.islon of Cuba, hut invaruhly from
th>aaof the Soul i,aud that If the Confederate duins lie
oumo bare ifter a -1took governni -nt. their flrst attempt
at COBtiUVIl would be u;mi t:iat IsUnd. 1 aopwerad that
the re;ire*e tali- ;..- of Mr. So a aril wera diringMiunua
and tintrue;form.irk> tha North, aawell as the Houih,
wanted t .t a the X». to wanted it, and will ever want
it, for the protiu of > commoroa; 'he Saul'. wanted it
iv na e mree new Pi iIt* of it, and thu* ohttin in Ik-
/<<V .' $ AUe <U mor mn'jtri, Hkirk would, ftr <* fiwi .. )Wmm equalwd tht o rr of th* frit and tit* thnidtnf)
Su'r* in bicil bodi/. With th* reconstruction of (hr
Union, tha motive at the SMith would nwceaaarily revive,
hut It does uot low, and neve' wi l a^aiu exist, provide I
that the Independence of the Come erate states Ism
rogui/ed and sacuraiy esuti >h«d. The South would
thi n deem It lis interest that a great«ountry hke Spain
should continue a slave power. be (we, toge.h«i with
Drarl), would have the monopvi} of tha system of laboi
which alone van sn.ike intartropual America and tha -a-
rejcioaa ad.einlng it avall.ihle to tuju-aeet mau.amlto
a »-ait extent or tha rich pro.iue.ts <.( that labor. No¬
thing In the past aouid give an idea of tie career of proe-
puriiy and power which would th:ia ha ope ,> d tn na.
The t.tnvai whl. h on. r»c--»i«(lan should tike piaoa waa,
of eourso. stci'islvoly wHliiu i.».. diacretlon of bar
Ma|«>uy's govarnataut. hut seul.i i ha «ssurad that,vTti»n that time arilvod.our reiogni'lon w.i ;ld not he
tuade dependant upon the a< ilea of atlier I'wwart t At
(lie time or the las irrattion ot the 9(>ualsh coloniee, the
United futa* had reo^mred th«4r iadepandetica toak he
fore any .>(her l'oH'«r,ani1 there Is no doubt that ih«
moral and material influent* derived from that rec .gui¬
don (laatly aiimd them ia ecuievtug their ind*f«udenea.
Could 1 assure ni» gomnoMM that her Majesty'sguv-
rinnient wo^iid follow this etrimpla in their ewn good
tlma,without regard to tlio coarse of otliar national
lo this qwelHWhe wOiHd ««t make a poettlve answer,
but simply said;.¦ Spsiu, am you ara awsra, la stew.
sli wer. perl'aj s. thau other nit iors,I-; e. ming to a dotIsion
In matters of importanoe. but, after she does, she carriv*
that ileeisioD throuch witboetiegard lo conaeqi.eecea.''
lie l«ft me umtvr the Imprnaslon that tkit governrntU
" ml'1 nest he th' JUd o fklWM hi. 1 then o(>s»rveil
that th* threat of Mr steward that odr recoKnui ,n by
f irelgn rowers would he u nsidereU a r*mn tel.i Irad
been a sifted by 'he S ihse.pieut derlarati n of Mr Lin
coin ihst he nwld not carry on two wars at a t'uie, and
thti If her Ma etnty's g' vet nment bad hern ai-ressible to
ruth f»ura It-vould not hare rt anretod si ik mi n tn
iLecruwnand taken lead In the Mvxicnji vxm-u liuu

that tliose measures bad created lb the North a dee^
feeling of hostility against Spain, and that while tbo re¬

cognition of our government vrould not involve litis coun¬
try in war, no delay would diminish the intensity of that
fueling. He said they had no fear from that quarter, and
were fully prepared for any emergency, as they had don#'
no act which was not In strict conformity with the law
of nations. After he bail explained to me the airouDi¬
stances which led to the annexation of St. Uomtugo au<L
the objeot of the Mexican expedition, I houded kin*
printed list, sent to me by Mr. Helm, of the veaaela
which had entered the ports of Cuba after breaking ths
blockade, and of those which left Cuba and entered
Southern porta, and stated to h;m the blockade was
surely icedective, both from the number of vesaeis
which hail violite<l it, ;j,d from the fact that it
was a blockade maintained by eruliters, and Ml by
sbips-or-war permanently stationed at the mouth
of Southern rivers and harbors. He aai.t diftei easts of
opinion might bo entertained ai to its effectivem as; but
this was one of thoee quest iou* in which one nation
could not act alone; and. as England and France agreed tu
opinion that the blockade could not be considered toef-
Active,Spain would not differ from tlmm,

before taking leave I handed to Mr. Collaates a copy of
the commanicutloi) to iuxrl RosseH, and bin answer,
whica bad been published in the Parliamentary papers,
and also a co[>y of my instructions, for which
be was thankful. He expressed the hope that
we might huve frequent conversations togethur,
and appeared anxious to obtain correct info trmtios
through Southern sources. He was astonished that
our government had aot provided means for
transmitting that lufarmati< u, and requested mo, when
I received any that was imp riant, to impart It to hint.
Ilflhlg istheaubmauceofwh i may be conquer* d o> soma

importance in a long and cordial interview I uifer fr« in
it that this government will not act separately from K «-
land and Frauce. Ou/inn U, the eno mout prtj nuiong
made by the Xrrth t" fitbjv^ia'e us, J believe . »¦>-

thing it now to be exjecUd fr m an:i of th mm «'.
Northern go»' nmnt it ready t> tr at with ut at a.

dependent I'¦ uier. If it be ho, n d the war is to .

many years, aa the President Intimates in bid inaugura
it will be i<>r him to determine whether It Is consistent
with ou{ dignity to keep louder abroad commissioners*
who, he knows, are under uo circumstances to be receiv¬
ed or listened te.

I have tho honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your
obedient servant, 1*. J. KUtaT.

CAPTAIN HUSE TO MAJOR GORGAS.
LAKGK PIKCIIA.SES OF STEAMSHIPS, BATTBKIBS,
RIFLES, KTC., BCT "our OF MONKV out ok pkbt.",

i jMutiooi., April 1, Ibtfi.
To Majok J. Goruas, C. a Artillery, War JUepart-
mont:.
I have liad great difflculUos to contend with ia

chipping the Gsid artillery winch, aa 1 have previously
inlormed you. 1 should soou send from Hamburg.

ilessrs. Fnizur,Treuliolra« it Co., ot this city,placed at
my disposal a tine ship.tbo I.'ahama.which 1 supposed
woulil taUe all the batteries It U iound, however, that
the car^u is so difficult to slow that but six or seven bat¬
teries can be .token on tx ard the Bahama. 1 went to
Hamburg to superintend in porson the shipment:
but,&ndiug soon alter my arrival that every step £
took wus watchud by sptas sent from Ixwdna by tha
'United States Minister, as well aa by the United States
Consul in Hamburg, and by l arr.tng that this Consul had
declared publicly that the ship, being known to hava
Confederate government pro-mrty on board, would ba
captured, after taking lei?al advice and carefully con¬
sidering tho matter, 1 determined to leave Hamburg and
endeavor to di*i ose of the batteries to some purchasers
of such merchandise in England. I accordingly came to
this country and sold the whole tan batteries tot'apt
lilakely, late of the Bcyal Artillery, who Is now engaged
in the manufacture of artiUory. Ho is now in Hamburg,
attending to the shipping ol the batteries. Just after iuy
arrival in England, 1 received a telegram from Hamburg,
informing me that one of the lighters from which ths
Bahama was reoeivlng her cargo had been run into by a
British steamer under charge of a Hamburg pilot, and
sunk, with eight pieces and carriages, 4c., onboard.
There are re.uont for thinking that the pi'ot teas bribed
to c- tnmU the a:t, and the inhabitant* be ng wnawkmouthff
otv ted to the emfidei-aey, it it pit1 able that it will b*
imp ttiiit for me to rtcovrr any damaget. I have had
the satisfaction, however, this morning, of receiving a
despatoh from Captain Blakely, informlug me that tna
lighter had been raised, and, the water being fresh, tha
carriages aro i.ot materially injured, lmmediateiy on my
arrival in Eug'and I net about obtaining a ship to taka
the remainder of the batteries left by the Bahama, and
such other article* as might be ready.

I have the satisfaction > f boing able to Infi rm y«m that
I havesucce/duii in engaging the steamship Malito for
the work, and that she leaves Liverpool to-day for Ham¬
burg. From Hamburg sb.'will proceed to London, and
tber* take on board the following articles:.
Kitlee,about ...>.10,000
Barrels of powuer 2.009
Seta of accoutrements 6,000
Knapsacks .' 6,009
Cavalry sworn* 800
'Yards of light blue cloth 10,000
Pairs of alines 8,000
Bayonet scabbards..... «,000
Cavalry belts 1,000
baddlec, ic.. complete 260

In addition to the above I have had oQered to me about
f 0,000 pairs ih French shoes and 25,000 co.ton shirts. If
the holder of tbeso shoes and sh.ru will take my order
on the Confederate Treasury, payable in the confederacy,
in payment lor them, I sLall purchase them, the shoes
are ot the French army pattern, and although ndl by any
Insane oqual to shoe > that I have purchased in England,
¦till 1 have tli tight that they would bo serviceable, and
tli it po. ably they might bo much needed by tho army>
I have previous y informed you that 1 have had reasou
to be entirely .sausile! with the I,mdou Arm¬
strong Company in all transactions that I hava
hid with tuem. The rilks manufactured bjr
ttns oompany aro far superior to those obtained from
almost every other source, and possess, moreover, tha

1 have reqnef t«>l the chan man to Unnd to me a tender
for supplying lurtv thouiuiud rules from their munnfac-
tory. Knctoeed 1 Lara the honor to submit a oopjr of
their proposition. la esse tha I "apartment should deslra
tue to mako till* contract, I be^ 10 be ii.formui at tha
earliest moment, as nthcrwiso I may And It impossible
to arrange the matter. Thinking It pussibio thai
the Department might dee re a smaller bora.
1 made . In.jmnc* <>o thla po'nt, and found
thai they could make a smaller bora, but
not without altering sevsral of the machines. Tba exte¬
rior of tba riUo would have to be left tba same as at pre-
suat. It Is the opinion or some British ofBcers that the
barrel of the Knfleld rifle is teo light. Making tlie bore
smaller, there.ore, would rather be an improvement to
giving greater strei gth to the rifle.

1 tie Austrian bore is slightly smaller than the English:
(ml alrmst every other leMpaaa government rifle Is ar
a rfer ho-o. i'lie Austrian riUe is a vury serviceable
i\'t 4| on, ibo->< li t>> one accustomed to Enflcld and Spring,
tiul l arms tbey havo a very rn-ch appoaranre. Ism in a po¬
sition to purchase 30,000 to SO.iiOO Auaii tan rides at about
i"rty MMpcash, say about $10 At present am not
In a position as regards tti&Us to make tho purchase, In¬
asmuch as/met at Utut 9400,000 mor« Uan I kaotlkt
hi'l'it of i ay.nj.

1 h«ve tlimgfit It necessary In the discharge of my
duty t<i press the credit of tho confederacy as tar Mpce-
aibla aIthout endangering its good name; but 1 must now
limit iny*elf to thw contracts already made. 1 muat pay
my debts before doing auy thiug more. As noon, however,
as mousy sulUcieut for the purpose is received, 1 shell
Invest it (uulcse 1 receive orders to the oontrary) In foar
batteries oi Austrian rifled field artillery, thirty-two guns ,
suitable for gun cotton as well aa for powder, which gone
I h«yr already secured, aad 20 000 rifles, now In the VI-
euns Arsenal, lnle«s I should be able to purchase a large
number like 10,000 to 20,000,1 should not, without spe¬cial orders, depart from the Enfl -!d bore.not that the
Austria* bore is too small, but because ef the greet Im¬
portance of uniformity of bare. It has glvse me greet
cmcem that 1 have not been eble to make batterer*
rangeoients for running In the several cargoes thst have
be 'u for* arded. It Is Impossible, as I hers stated In ay
|>re\ ions letter, to obtain vessels with capacity for cargo
and coal for so loog a voyage that hare at the same
time the requisite speed for st tempting the blockade, f
hare endeavored v> purebase a vary fast paddle-wheel
steamer, te run from Nassau to the coast; but I hsre no
mousy now lor any purpose. I should not besitste te
appropriate money to this object, even without orders,
seeing bow long the uiadtator was deiaiaed at Naeaaw,
and vbx'dvriug the great Importance of these gcoda
bsing g u'ely hriled.
The Kc "lomi-1, Iieutosant Fanntlsroy, was al Bsr.

muda oo th» flth of tlanb, expecting to sell the next
ituirniBfc. As we have dates from New York to the 20th
of March, with no account of the Kcoamntst,! hare strong
h ').«< th.it the lias arrived at a Confederate port.
Tl.e steamer Minna sailed while 1 wsa Hi Hamburg. It
was Intmidod that she should take Are hundred barrels
of gunpowder. I ''und en my retura to Ixwdon, bowiver,
t «t the pond r id all l>eoti shut out ou accouat of the
vs^ol bring f nl. Had 1 been in Lotidou 1 should have
sent i o»s«r wi preference te anything else.
im bosrd ti e Minna, consigned to J. Adderloy fcOo.,

srs the i How og articiee for the Confederate govern-
MM)*
Knaptachi snd boards, he. 6.000
Jeta of accoutrement* .6,(00
Wutl sling*
Sabre belts 9*2
Yards of cloth, light blao 4.009
Sabres 1,810
Rifles ».TW»
Pairs ef shoes 300
N'U of saddlery 10
Correct luvoloee have been sent by the Minaa to Nassau.
The Malita will nail from l,on<tou with a very valuable
cargo in about filteea days. I hava requested Lieu to*
naiit Worth, of the Navy, to lake cbarge"f her, but have
not yet reoeivod his reply, should It be in the necsilve..
1 shall endeavor to obtain an officer from the SomteOy
suH lyiag nt Oibaaltar. The Meliuls.for a screw Steam,
er. quite last, and Wi'h an enterprising offleer on tioarl
eotild.l am emtldent, be run In. There will be several
lai go Held hewitsers so pleeed thst, without disturbing
lha censrsl cs-go, thy esn be t.sksn to the deck and
ihan to i .iltd. and with these quite a good defence oeoltf
be made MS^in-<i woolen gmboau.

I Uiivs the honor to be yen# obedieut servant,
CALEB Ht'w. f iptaiu of Artillery-

Ths Gcaar Kv Kits or ras War..In addition to aa at*

oaltent end fall report of tha siege and raptore ef ttn-iath
by the army of the West, WHler General Hsi'ark.wO
give to day. from '*>* Iw'n **'. uarlvalled reporter? at
tha Nnw Yosa llaaau>,an eH'iorate account of tha
desperate aatile ef thr*e days' dursiiofl, bOiweefl thO
bst.ks i f the 11. Ickahomlny rlvar ksd the tlty « KteJt- ,

in nrt -W> i '.' r-nt'lin- .fwm 0


